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Action for Progress to further empower Malawians 
New Malawian-run/chartered aid organization’s mission to create sustainable future for its people 

 
Lilongwe, Malawi and Indianapolis, Indiana—The establishment of Action for Progress (AfP), a new, not-
for-profit, aid assistance organization was announced at 3:00 p.m. Malawi time, and simultaneously in the 
United States (U.S.) at 9:00 a.m. EDT (the U.S. is currently six hours behind Malawi). Its simultaneous 
announcement via social media in both countries was not a coincidence. It was a strategic decision to 
highlight the longstanding and equal partnership between AfP and the Malawi Project. 
 
Established under the leadership of Wilson Tembo, in-country director for the Malawi Project, the AfP board 
is composed of business, medical, religious, and community leaders recognized for their focus on helping 
the poor, needy, and helpless members of society.  
 
Bryan Bhagwandin, chairman of the Malawi Project in the U.S. observes, “The fact these two 
organizations have released the news about the establishment of ‘Action for Progress’ at the same 
moment, in spite of being 13,557 km or 8,424 miles apart did not happen by chance. In fact, it was 
planned that way to reflect that these two groups are companion organizations, both with the same 
focus and intent to help the poor, and both tightly structured to link together in a seamless program of 
cooperation. We are very pleased to see this respected and accomplished group establish this initiative 
to fill a needed area in administration and oversight. We look forward to working closely with AfP in a 
growing program of support to Malawi.”  
 
Richard (Dick) Stephens, a co-founder of the Malawi Project, and strong supporter of Malawian 
independence in the oversight and execution of programs, is quite excited with the formation of this 
organization. He states, “This is the fulfillment of a 20-year dream to see the Malawians take 
responsibility for this effort to help their people. We know they will need our support, but this is a really 
big step in the right direction. We were deeply impressed when Wilson Tembo advanced the proposal 
to form AfP in mid-2017 and to create a Malawi administrative group to oversee the work.” 
 
In recent years the Malawi government has increased its call for aid organizations working in Malawi to 
register with the government. Some aid groups extend their formal paperwork to register as an 
extension of their overseas operations, but the upper level management remains in the hands of out-of-
the country personnel to the exclusion of local representation. 
 
Stephens continues, “We felt to simply form an extension of our U.S. organization would prove counter 
productive to the independence of Malawians to grow successfully. The solution came with Tembo’s 
proposal. This structure will have Malawians taking full responsibility of their programs from top to bottom. 
The two groups, while independently chartered in their respective countries, will be working closely 
together because of similar, overlapping goals. This fits perfectly with a long-standing commitment to assist 
the people in the development of their own future through their own success. It is time for organizations 



 
from the developed world to stop going to Africa and maintaining control in the mistaken effort to solve 
‘their’ problems. It is time to work together, with responsible Africans taking the lead.”  
 
Wilson Tembo has worked with Malawi Project staff since its formation in 1999. He notes, “I know 
these people well, and for years I have overseen the work they support in Malawi. I have worked beside 
them and observed their practices and principles. I am walking that same path, and I share the same 
goals as the Malawi Project. We have had an excellent working relationship, and the formation of AfP is 
the way to move together into the future. It allows we Malawians to excel, as well as to be examples to 
others of how we should handle our responsibilities.” 
 
Over the years the Malawi Project has carried out major efforts in agriculture, education and medicine. 
Suzi Stephens, co-founder and medical director observes, “In the past 25 years the Project has 
shipped over $220 million in aid to Malawi. Sending aid to over 600 medical facilities and 1,000 schools 
takes a lot of organizing to accomplish it effectively. Obviously, Wilson has been able to bring together 
literally hundreds of people in a network that has effectively and efficiently handled these programs. 
However, we see a major increase in opportunities coming in the near future, and it will take even more 
people to bring it about. AfP is the right answer at the right time.” 
 
Chester Kabinda-Mbewe, a successful business administrator, church leader, and chairman of AfP 
adds, “All too often we have watched many organizations come to our country to help develop our 
future. Unfortunately, few have been able to develop a truly independent working relationship that fills 
the needs of both sides. We see in AfP and the Malawi Project the opportunity to prove that truly equal 
and independent groups can work together. The Malawi Project has used this formula for years, and 
now those of us at AfP can step forward and take this idea to a whole new level.”  
 
 
For more information, please visit www.malawiproject.org/actionforprogress.  
 

### 
 
About Action for Progress (AfP) 
A not-for-profit, aid assistance organization established under the leadership of Wilson Tembo, in-country 
director for the Malawi Project. The AfP board is composed of business, medical, religious, and community 
leaders recognized for their focus on helping the poor, needy, and helpless members of society.  
 
Mission Statement: 
"To actively be of service to all people as inspirational, working together to create improved living standards 
of the communities we serve," by working closely with government departments, churches and community 
groups in actively help people get on their feet through active participation in Health, Agriculture, Education 
and general humanitarian assistance. 
 
About the Malawi Project 
The Malawi Project is a faith-based humanitarian organization dedicated to working side-by-side with the 
people of Malawi to improve their physical and spiritual wellbeing. Assistance extends nationwide, and in 
some cases to other impoverished African nations. Programs are structured to help develop individual and 
group independence, and when this is not possible aid is given in a way that develops and supports local 



 
and regional management of the various programs. Programs focus in the areas of agriculture, education, 
medicine, mobility, famine relief, resource conservation, and human development potential. 
 


